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ACT OF CONSECRATION TO
THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS

Most sweet Jesus, Redeemer of the human race look down upon us
humbly prostrate before Thy altar We are Thine and Thine we wish
to be; but, to be more surely united with Thee, behold each one of us
freely Consecrates himself to-day to Thy Most Sacred Heart. Many
indeed have never known thee; many too, despising thy precepts,
have rejected Thee. Have mercy on them all, most merciful Jesus,
and draw them to Thy Sacred Heart.

Be Thou King, O Lord, not only of the faithful who have never
forsaken Thee, but also of the prodigal children who have abandoned
Thee; grant that they may quickly return to their Father’s House lest
they die of wretchedness and hunger. Be Thou King of those whe
are deceived by erroneous opinions, or whom discord keeps aloof,
and call them back to the harbour of truth and unity of faith, so that
soon there may be but one flock and one Shepherd.

Grant, O Lord, to thy Church assurance of freedom and immunity
from harm; give peace and order to all nations, and make the earth
resound from pole to pole with one cry.

Praise to the Divine Heart that wrought our salvation; to It be glory
and honour for ever. Amen

HERE ARE SOME GUIDLINES WHICH MUST BE
KEPT IN MIND FOR THE EASIER
ADMINISTRATION OF THE PARISH

I BAPTISM
What you must know regarding Baptisms of your
Children.

I “Baptisms” usually take place on Sundays. Ifyou have a child
to be baptised give notice to the Parish Priest in advance.

2 When bringing the child for Baptism, the Parents must bring
23
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their Family Book.
It the parents belong to another Parish, they must also produce
a letter from their own Parish Priest

God Parents must be carefully chosen. They must be old
enough to understand the spiritual responsibility they are
accepting, (at least 16 years old). They too will have to bring
their Family Book, and if they are from another Parish, they
will have to produce a letter from their own Parish Priest

In case of danger of death, anyone has the power of giving
the Sacrament of Baptism. For that pouring water thrice In
the form of a cross on the head of the child and pronouncing
his name following words must be said.

D, YT I baptise you in the name of the Father and of the
son and of the Holy Spirit.

After such a baptism, give notice to the Parish Priest, as
soon as possible and bring the child to the church in order to
complete the secondary ceremonies of Baptism.

CONFIRMATION

Make arrangements to receive Confirmation after completing
[4 years. When a baptised child or adult who has not yet
received the Sacrament of Confirmation is in danger of
death do not forget to call the priest.

CONFESSION

“Sacrament of Penance”.......To keep your Body

healthy, you take great care to be clean, and if you have
some wounds or feel unwell at once you take the necessary
medicines.......And so it must be for your Spiritual health too.
To protect or cure your soul from the sickness of sins, you
must often clean your soul by a good Confession.

Preparation for Good Confession,
First ask the help of the Holy Spirit to see clearly your sins,

Then, since sin is a disobedience ‘to the commandments of
24

God or of the Church, examine yourself about each of these
commandments.

Do not forget that sins could be committed not only by
actions, but also by thoughts, words and omissions.

Since sin is an offence against God-and rejection of Christ’s
love and hinders the life of His Church one who receives
the Sacrament of Penance should reconcile himself with God
and with the church by true contrition and firm Resolution to
avoid sin.

MARRIAGE
What is needed as preparations for a marriage’

A true Catholic, wishing to enjoy a truly Catholic Family

Life, a priori rejects even the thought of contracting marriage
with a non-Catholic. Some times Conversion to the Catholic
Faith just before a Marriage and for the sake of this Marriage,
lacks sincerity & conviction. A sincere conversion should be
preceded by a long period of ardent study and practice of the
Religion before speaking of Marriage.

Sothe Catholic party who intends marriage with a new convert
should be assured of the sincerity of the, partner.

If due to some good reason a marriage has to be contracted
with a non-Catholic meet your Pastor before all else.

As soon as a Marriage is intended, before fixing any date
for Betrothal of marriage, both parties must go and meet
separately their Parish Priests to fill up the ‘PRENUPTIAL
INQUIRY FORM’ and attend a pre-cana Conference as a first
part of this inquiry, a Baptismal certificate taken within six
months has to be produced.

The Betrothal. After the prenuptial inquiry has taken place,
a date may be fixed with the Parish Priest for the ceremony
of Betrothal. If the Bridegroom is from another Parish, he

25



has to bring a letter from his Parish Priest authorizing the
Betrothal.

Publication of the Banns according to the ruling of the
Church. The Banns have to be published on 3 consecutive
Sundays in the church.

To fix the date of the Marriage, and its time, the Parish Priest
in charge of the Parish has to be consulted.

Documents to be produced

A CERTIFICATE (pink-form) from the REGISTRAR. (Two
certificates), if the two parties are from two different districts
the PRENUPTIAL INQUIRY FORMS, duly signed by the
respective Parish Priests, after the publication of banns.

The Wedding Mass. The day one contracts Matrimony is
indeed a very important day in one’s life. Matrimony is a great
Sacrament. That is why normally the Mass on the Wedding
day is offered for the Bride & Bridegroom’s intentions. Please
be on time for the wedding Mass

THE CARE OF THE SICK

Easter Duties Even those who through old age or sickness
cannot go to Church are bound to fulfil their Easter duties, For
that reason, it is important to give notice to the Parish Priest
about such persons and, gladly he will make arrangements to
come to their houses to hear their Confession & give them
Holy Communion during the Easter period.

It is good also from time to time to remind the Parish Priest
about sick persons, so that he may visit them and, whenever
necessary give them Communion. But there is specially a
VERY GRAVE DUTY for all Catholics to give notice to the
Priest when someone is in danger of death through sickness
or old age THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK” (or ‘Extreme

26
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Unction' as it was called) has been established for thevery
purpose of giving to each Catholic in danger of death, the
spiritual strength and comfort he may need

To call the priest, do not wait till the last moment, till the
person is Practically unconscious. The fruitful reception
of the Anointing of the sick demands from the sick person
a conscious reception of the Sacrament of Penance and
Eucharist. For that same reason avoid as much as possible,
unless an unexpected urgency arises to call the priest in the
middle of the night, because the sick person is usually more
conscious during day time than in the right.

When the Priest is coming to your Home to give Communion
or for Anointing of a sick person PREPARE A DECENT
PLACE to receive the Divine Host. Put a white cloth on a
table, with a cross and two’ lighted candies. Place also on the
side of -the table a small glass with a little freshwater in it.

When the Priest enters your house receive him with due
respect, and let all the Catholics of the house assemble to
PRAY with and for the sick person.

FUNERALS
Thetime ofthe Funeral Service hasto be fixed up in consultation

with the Parish Priest. Please see that you bring the Family
Book with you when you come for this consultation.

Thank You - God Love You

Your Parish Priest
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THIS BOOK IS A VERY IMPORTANT DOCUMEN'T
PLEASE PRESERVE IT CAREFULLY

Each Catholic family should posses a Book like this.
(Even unmarried Catholics should have their names registered in
this book)

It is first of all, a RECORD BOOK, in which the chief religious
events of the Catholic Family life with the essential dates to
remember are mentioned

It is at the same time, a kind of Catholic Identity Card in which
the external fulfilment of some important religious duties is duly
acknowledged (Baptism of the Children without delay, Easter
duties, Contributions to the expenses of the parish and participation
in the parochial activities, etc.)

The Family Book has also the aim facilitating
the Administrative work of the parish.

Accordingly, it should always be presented to the Parish Priest for
the necessary entries regarding Baptism of Children, Marriage or
Death of any member of the family, Easter duties, Contributions
etc.

It should also be presented for easy references whenever a
Certificate of Baptism, marriage or Death is required, or when a

letter of recommendation is needed from the Parish Priest.

Thank You God Love You



