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Message from his Eminence

Malcolm Cardinal
Ranjith

| SRS cang pacTuM 5T |

[t is with much pleasure that | Pen these few words to the
parishioners of St. Jude’s church Mattegoda, celebrating the silver
jubilee of 25 years. The dedication of the parishioners towards the
noble cause of improving the house of the Lord is commendable.
Despite the limited resources and populace, the church has grown to
a strength of 150 families at present. As you rejoice in the Lord on
this day of celebrations be thankful to the Almighty God for the
abundant blessings he has bestowed upon you and incessantly seek
his guidance for the future too.

May God bless each and every one of you to be a true gift to the
church and to the world.

A happy and graceful jubilee to all of you!

el

Malcolm Cardinal Ranjith
Archbishop of Colombo




Message from his Lordship

Most Rev. Dr. Maxwell Silva

Let me wish you a very happy lubilee Feast to the Parish Priest Fr.
Rohan De Alwis, Fr. Dinush Gayan and all the parishioners. May the
blessings of St. Jude be with you always.

As the parishioners of St. Jude’s church, Mattegoda, rejoice in the
celebration of the much-awaited event of their calendar; the silver
Jubilee of 25 years, it gives me immense pleasure to pen these few
waords. Inspired by the Son of God’s words to our forefathers “you are
Peter and on this rock, | will build my church” (Matthew 16:18) we
the Christian community has devoted our lives to building and
developing the House of God. Accordingly, since its inception in 1992,
it is no secret that St. Jude’s church has grown in faith and multiplied
its community to its present state and will continue to do so in the
future.

Dear parishioners, as you surround vyourself in the jubilee
celebrations of your patron saint, be thankful to the Lord our God for
his kindness that took us through life’s challenges and his mercy that
made us children of God.

May God Bless You All
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Most Rev. Dr. Maxwell Silva
Auxiliary Bishop of Colombo

Devoted, responsible, dedicated & committed
children of God

Rev. Fr. Rohan De Alwis

it is with profound joy that | present this message of Felicitation at the
Silver Jubilee of St. Jude’s Church, Mattegoda.

Originally, the Catholic Community of Mattegoda was formed with the
Catholic Government workers who had come from various parts of the
Country. Later the others joined them. Actually, it was a good mixture.

In the beginning

the Catholics of Mattegoda had much hard time to

practice their religion. They had no common place to worship their living
God. They went from place to place, house to house to celebrate the

Eucharist.

In 1987, Rev. Fr.

Marcus Ferdinandez and Fr. Robinson Wijesinghe laid

the foundation stone to build a Permanent House of God for the People
of Mattegoda. People welcomed this bold step and contributed very
generously with their labour, with their money and with their lives. At the
Final stages Fr. Sunil de Silva, Fr J.D Anthony dedicated their lives to fulfill
their Hope. In 1992 MOST REV. DR. NICHOLAS MARCUS FERNANDO then
the Archbishop of Colombo declared open and blessed this Church.

Today, the People of Mattegoda are blessed to have an opportunity to
celebrate the Silver Jubilee of their Church. During this twenty-five years,
they have not only completed the most of needs of the church, but also
they have grown as devoted, responsible, dedicated and committed

children of God. |
Ad Multos Annos

am really pleased with you.

Rev. Fr. Rohan De Alwis
Parish Priest Pannipitiya




“Tell the Heavens and Earth to celebrate and sing!
Command every mountain to join in song!”
Isaiah 49:13

~ Rev. Fr. Dinush Gayan Winston

=

It 15 indeed a joyful and a memorable milestone in our church history that we
celebrate, the 25 Jubilee of St. Jude’s Church, Mattegoda. It must have
undoubtedly been a journey through thick and thin; numerous failed efforts,
innumerable amount of arguments and unending heart-breakings which has
led to what we experience now, a guided flock under the Almighty’s care,
receiving its spiritual nourishment in a comfortable and peaceful
environment. | am immensely grateful to all clergy and layman who have
shed their valuable blood, sweat and tears, to make us fortunate to
experience this day of joy and togetherness. You have rightfully lived to the
expectations of St. Jude as | quote, “Save others, snatch them out of the fire”.
Our words of thanksgiving is nothing in comparison to your rewards in
Heaven; “He will not forget your work and the love you have shown Him, as
you have helped His people and continue to help them.” (Hebrews 6:10)

Nonetheless, | pray for each one of you that God our loving Father, would
make this church feast a life changing event for each one of us and pray for
the blessed intercession of St. Jude in all your years to come, in the very same
way our patron saint has been interceding on behalf of us throughout the last
successful 25 years.

“The Lord has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy!”
(Psalm 126:3)
God Bless You!

Rev.Fr. Dinush Gayan Winston
Asst.Parish Priest

ot

Founding Father of St. Jude’s Church,
Mattegoda

Rev. Fr. Marcus Ferdinandez

It gives joy to have penned these a few lines to the publication marking the
silver jubilee of the church at Mattegoda dedicated to St. Jude an Apostle of
lesus. As | begin, nothing comes to my thoughts run back the corridors of
the past years reminding of the unpleasant periods gone through without a
permanent structure for worship and prayer in this vicinity. Being informed
that the lands are available for sale in the area, we started acting
immediately to purchase a few plots for the purpose. After convincing the
authority of the fact it is an object of dire necessity, their Archbishop at a
special encounter approved and released funds for the purchase of the land.
All this was providential and we must thank Lord for his inspiration and
guidance. We should be grateful to the Lord always for it.

Now it is the responsibility of the present generation to express it in a more
tangible and fitting manner as baptized and committed Christians. In this
context there is no other better way than to go back to the style of life of
the early Christians according to the Acts of the Apostles chapter two:

"Many miracles were done because all believers continued together in
prayer fellowship...... sharing and caring for others according to what
each one needed in the community. The Lord added to their group those
who were being saved ".

Let us all keep ourselves to this Ideal and remain as God's witnessing people
in this vicinity.

Wishing you God's blessings through the intercession of St. Jude the patron
saint of Mattegoda catholic community.

Rev. Fr. Marcus Ferdinandez
Founding father of St. Jude’s Church Mattegoda
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- “The milestone of my humble life”

[ Rev. Fr. Robinson Wijesinghe

Beloved Parishioners of Mattegoda,

My first appointment as the very first Assistant Parish Priest of then-
Pannipitiya Parish on the 15" August 1986 marks a milestone in my
humble life. It was a fascinating time, under the guidance of Rev. Fr.
Marcus Ferdinandez, to venture into a new experience amidst a
wonderful community of faithful at Mattegoda. The time we
celebrated the Sunday Mass and conducted the Sunday School at
Mrs. Perera's home, division of zones, house visits, formation of a
Parish Pastoral Council, and, above all, the organizing of the youth,
laid the foundation towards an established parish community.

We thank late Bishop Raymond Peiris who helped us to purchase the
land in 1987 and the dedicated youth of Mattegoda with whom we
organized the first fund raising events for the construction of a
church in future.

We remember with great respect and love all those who worked
hand in hand with us during the period: 15 August 1986-88 and wish
the present community God's all blessings and the intercession of
Saint Jude for a joyful and meaningful celebration of the silver
jubilee. ’

Msgr. Robinson Wijesinghe
Vatican
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From a Parishioner to a Servant of the Lord
Rev. Fr. Jude Sharman Fernando

It gives me great pleasure to felicitate the Catholic community of Mattegoda
as they celebrate the 25" jubilee of St. Jude’s Church Mattegoda.

It s indeed a moment of joy and celebration for the Catholic community of
Mattegoda especially for those who worked hard in planting the seed of faith
in the hearts of the people and towards building the church for the Catholics
who lived in and around Mattegoda.

Prior to being ordain a priest | belonged to Mattegoda Cathalic community.
Mattegoda Catholic community was emerged as another substation Church
of Pannipitiya parish because of the deep faith that people had in God, and
the love, brotherhood and unity that they shared with the community. In
1990s as we had no place to celebrate the Holy Mass, It was celebrated in
houses of the Catholic community. That time Rev.Fr. Marcus Ferdinandez
who was the Parish Priest of Pannipitiya was blessed by God to be
instrumental in building @ church for Catholic which was dedicated to St.
lude. And | was fortunate to be the first to ordained as a priest from
Mattegoda. Our Lord Jesus says in the scripture, the harvest is plentiful but
the labourers are few and invite us to pray for more workers in his vineyard,
| wish and pray that Catholic community of Mattegeda generate more
vocations to serve for God’s Glory.

Happy to mention that at present Catholic population of Mattegoda has
grown with the powerful intercession of St. Jude. As you celebrate the 25
anniversary of your church | wish every Catholic family belonging to St. Jude’s
church Mattegoda, God blessings and ever powerful Intercession of St. Jude.

Happy and grace filled jubilee to all,
Rev. Fr, Jude Sharman Fernando
Dean of Gampaha




Witness of Faith
Rev. Sr. Madhavi lllangasinghe OP

It is with great pleasure that | write this message of felicitation on the
occasion of the silver jubilee of St. Jude's church Mattegoda in
Pannipitiya Parish. You have come a long way enriching yourself in
the faith your ancestors gave you. Facing courageously the hardest
times and situations, you have witnessed your faith willingly by
building this beautiful church, for St. Jude Thaddeus.

We are fortunate to have a martyr who sacrificed his life for the faith.
In the time in which our own faith is much challenged in so many
ways, St. Jude is really a source of strength for us. So, in this
celebration of silver jubilee let us come to St. Jude for help and let us
follow his example to be close to Jesus,

The church is an edifice of love and grace. | pray that countless graces
and blessings will overflow especially during this Jubilee year and you
will experience the intercession of St. Jude the helper of the

desperate.

Thank you,
May God bless you.

Rev. Sr. Madhavi lllangasinghe OP
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St. Jude Thaddeus

Apostle and Martyr (1st century)

St. Jude was the brother of St. James the Less and thus a
cousin of our Lord. He is the author of the last canonical
epistle of which Origen stated that it “contains strong doctrine
in a few lines". It was to Jude's question during the Last
Supper that our Lord replied that he manifests himself only to
those who are faithful in keeping his commandments (cfr.Jn
14; 23-24). :

There is a tradition that Jude preached the faith mainly in Pal-
estine, but later went to Persia and Armenia, and suffered
martyrdom there. The Emperor Domitian once had St. Jude's
grandsons brought from Galilee to Rome, but released them
when he realized that they were not political rivals. Owing to
the similarity of his name to that of Judas Iscariot, Jude
Thaddeus was rarely invoked in prayer, which makes it seems
likely that seeking his intercession was seen as a final resort
when all else failed. It is thus that his popularity as the patron
saint of lost causes has greatly increased in recent times.

St. Jude Thaddeus believed to be a relative of Jesus
Christ and one of his 12 Disciples, is the ‘Saint of the
Despaired’, ‘Hope of the Hopeless’' as well as the ‘Patron

Saint of Impossible’.

%{‘

A Sincere Thank you!
Secretary, Mr. Niroshan Motha

% o4

| am honoured to pen a few words as we celebrate the Silver Jubilee

Feast of our church, St. Jude’s Mattegoda.

This is a h istoric moment for our parishioners of Mattegoda, as we
commemorate 25 years.

At the beginning we had only a few families from around the vicinity.
| am happy to say, that at present there are around 200 families from
the nine zones in the scheme and the surrounding areas.

Rev. Father Marcus Ferdinandez and Rev. Father Sunil De Silva took
the initiative and built this beautiful church dedicated to St. Jude. |
would like to say a very special “Thank you” to both of them. | must
also remember the small catholic community who rallied round the
priest to build this church in the year 1992. During the Past and at
Present there are many Parish Priests and Assistant Parish Priests
who have served our Parish in Pannipitiya and would like to thank
e#ach one for their support and guidance given to us spiritually to
uplift our community. May God bless you all.

Niroshan Motha
Parish Council Secretary
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Inspiring a Souvenir
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the task at hand was mastered by the youth and guided by the senior
parishioners of the community. Inspired by the imperative to
renovate the church and serve as a memento for the silver jubilee of
25 years, the souvenir is bound to bring back memories to the old and

©z Bes.
instill new ones amongst us youngsters. On behalf of the editorial
committee, | wish to convey our sincere gratitude to all those who ©0; @obwted 8BtV Bun®ied ®v ocuside on gsnD
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“Memories”

Memories go back to year 1984, when our community was only five to six
families from Mattegoda. The nearest church was Pannipitiya. Due to the
non-availability of public transport we had to travel nearly 4 to S hours to
attend mass. We consulted the parish priest Rev. Fr. Marcus Ferdinandez
regarding the possibility of having mass at Mattegoda at least once every
fort-night. Our humble request was accepted and the first mass was held with
a group of 20 people at my residence. As the devotees multiplied by number,
we had masses every fort-night in different houses.

After some time, we were blessed with the first Asst. Parish Priest Rev. Fr.
Robinson Wijesinghe, under whose leadership many societies were
organized. More families moved into the housing scheme, where we found it
difficult to accommodate the devotees, which resulted in open air masses in
the same premises.

We then thought of having our own centre for conducting mass. Under the
guidance of Rev. Fr. Robinson, we started raising funds and the notable
achievement was where we had a Fancy Bazaar with a net profit of Rs.
35,000. Meanwhile, we were able to welcome his Lordship Rt. Rev.Dr. Oswald
Gomis to our scheme and his Lordship gifted us a land of 70 perches, as a
result of the untiring efforts mode by Rev. Fr. Robinson.

We organized ourselves as one family and conducted many religious events.
The first priest from Mattegoda Rev. Fr. Sharman Fernando was also ordained
during this period.

In 1989, we were gifted with Rev. Fr. Ranjan Silva who encouraged us to
restart on our fund-raising projects with the guidance of the two parish
priests who laid the foundation to our church in the year 1990. Due to the
transfers of both the priests, no progress was made with regard to the
construction. With the grace of God, Rev. Fr. Francis Fernando and Rev. Fr.
Sunil Silva joined our community in the year 1990. They became the driving
force behind our success story. We were organized and achieved our goal,
we build up the church within 3 months and dedicated it to St. Jude.

Extract from the article “Memories”
by Mr. Rex Perera — year 1992
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With Best Wishes from

Shane, Nilanthani & Maria

Well Wisher from

St Mary’s Church, Dehiwela

With Best Wishes from

George Hettiarachchi & Family

With Best Wishes from

Marie Catherine Wanasinghe

In Thanksgiving to-5t- Jude for the favours

received

Ashley, Lorraine & Trevin

o S
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The Altar Servers

0

l Sunday School Teachers Union
e




The Youth Society

ot
G232 12O DICHB) B1G. %‘
Maduka : O771 895 766

In Thanksgiving to St Jude

for the favours granted

Francis Perera & Family

In thanks giving to S5t- Jude From
Ainsley, Renu, Ruchike, Rumali and

Ruwantha

Well wishes from

St- Mary's Parishoners

With Best wishes from

Malinga Perera & Family
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